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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On May 1, 2020, the Folsom Cordova Unified School District (FCUSD), Board of Trustees 
voted to approve a grading policy of Credit/No Mark for high school students, for the second 
semester/term spring of 2020. FCUSD students did not receive letter grades, nor could they 
petition for letter grades for the final semester of 2019 - 2020 school year.  
 
FCUSD resides in Sacramento County, which at this time had issued a stay-at-home order to 
all citizens. Our schools closed on March 13 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all 
students transitioned to distance learning for the remainder of the school year. Distance 
learning and subsequent grading in this environment was a sudden and unexpected shift in 
instruction, one which was new to both our faculty and our students. 
 
Given direction by the California Department of Education guidelines, that LEAs “should 
weigh their [grading] policies with the lens of equity and with the primary goal of first, doing no 
harm to students,” and unable to maintain staff and support services offered on campus, 
during the school day, FCUSD could not guarantee that access to learning was equitable for 
all students.  
 
The unprecedented COVID-19 quarantine during the Spring of 2020 created many 
uncontrollable variables for both the District as well as students and families, making it 
impossible to accurately assess and determine student mastery of course standards. 
Because of this, the move to Credit/No Mark was decided on as the most equitable approach 
to the situation. 
 
As the FCUSD student applies for college admission, scholarships, programs for 
advancement, or admission to military service, we ask that you also hold them harmless for 
the absence of letter grades in the spring of 2020. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss, please call us at 916-294-9000. 
 
Sincerely, 

      
 
Sarah Koligian, Ed. D.                                                               Chris Clark 
Superintendent                           Board of Education President 
 


